
WELCOME  BACK  TO  W INTHROP !  

Psyc News 
Psyc E-News 

What is it? 

Psyc E-News is the 

Psychology Depart-

mentôs new monthly 

newsletter.  The 

purpose of E-News 

is to help the de-

partment reach ma-

jors regarding an-

nouncements, 

events and opportu-

nities of interest.  

Who may submit: 

Students and fac-

ulty may make sub-

missions to Psyc E-

News!  If you know 

about an event or 

opportunity that 

might be of interest 

to Psychology ma-

jors, or if you would 

like to recognize a 

professor, another 

student or a Psy-

chology organiza-

tion for their out-

standing perform-

ance, please send 

your submission 

including all rele-

vant details to Dr. 

Tracy Griggs 

(GriggsT@winthrop.

edu).     

All submissions will 

be reviewed for 

relevance , accu-

racy,  and profes-

sional standards 

before they are in-

cluded.  

 

Welcome Back from our  

Department Chair, Dr. Joe Prus 

Dear Psychology Majors, 

 

Iôd like to welcome you to this first issue of 
the Winthrop Psychology Department news-
letter.  Thanks to Dr. Griggs, who suggested 
and coordinated the idea the newsletter 
should serve as another valuable means of 
communication. 

 

Other communication tools include the psy-
chology student listerve (maintained by Dr. 
Fortner-Wood), the bulletin boards in the 
hallway leading to the department office 
(maintained by Drs. Sleigh and Ritzer, along 
with the officers of Psi Chi and Psychology 
Club) and the department website (Drs. 
Fortner-Woods and Armistead are co-
webmasters). 

 

If youôve not already done so, take a look at 
the new bulletin board developed by Dr. 
Sleigh on applying to graduate programs. 
And look out for changes later this year in 
our website. Drs. Armistead and Griggs have 
received a Winthrop Research Council grant 
to enhance the means by which the web site 
serves as a learning resource for students. 

 

One means we provide of student input in the 
department is through our Student Organiza-
tions and Support (SOS) Committee.  This 
yearôs SOS members are: 

 

Brittany Brock (Psychology Club president) 

Lilah Campbell (who also serves as psy-
chologyôs rep on the deanôs student advi-
sory council) 

Hannah Franz (graduate student rep) 

Roya Hosseini 

Krissy Kenny 

Erin Sim 

Aimee West (Psi Chi president) 

 

If you have an issue or idea that you think the 
department should consider, please communi-
cate with one of these representatives or con-
tact me directly (prusj@winthrop.edu). I also 
enjoy hearing from psychology majors. 

 

I encourage you to be active in the department, 
and to make use of the various means we pro-
vide for staying informed and staying in touch.  
Staying engaged both in and out of classes 
greatly enhances your educational experience 
as a Winthrop psychology major. 

 

Sincerely,  
J. Prus 

Professor and Chair 
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The Psychology Department faculty welcome you 

back to Winthrop and wish you a year of great 

learning and success! 

If you havenôt met many of our faculty, you will be inter-

ested to know that they represent over 10 subfields 

and specialties, including Clinical, Counseling, School, 

Developmental, Social, Personality, Cognitive, Biologi-

cal, Experimental, Industrial-Organizational and Sen-

sation-Perception.  See the department website for 

more information about each faculty member, including 

their specific interests and specialties. We hope that 

each of you take the time to get to know your faculty 

and your advisor.  The relationships you develop with 

faculty can make all the difference in your success 

here at Winthrop and beyond.  Good luck this year! 

October 13 - Fall Career and Graduate School Fair  
Drop-in, 10:00am-1:00pm; McBryde Hall. Students will have the opportunity to 

network with are employers and graduate schools from around the Southeast-

ern region. *This event requires professional dress and a resume. Students 

should have resume prepared and reviewed in advance of the event. For ques-

tions or resume review, call the Career Center at 323-2141. 

 

U PCOMING  C AREER  C ENTER  EVENTS  

Tuesday, October 13  

Career and Graduate School Fair 

10-1 McBryde 

 

Saturday, October 24  

Make A Difference Weekend 

Possible service project with  

Childrenôs Attention Home ï  

stay tuned for more details to 
come! 

 

Halloween Social!  

Date and Location TBD! 

 

Thursday, November 5 th   

11-noon, Grad School Forum 

Location - To Be Announced  

Upcoming  

Opportunities  
With Psi Chi/ Psychology Club  

 

Wednesday, October 7  

Live! Simulcast of Career Opportuni-
ties 

with Non-Profit Organizations 

6 pm ï Owens G01 

FREE PIZZA! 

 

Friday, October 9  

GRE Practice Exams 

Contact Crawford for more info.  

 

 

PSI C HI  AND  PSYC  C LUB  G ET  O FF  TO  A  G REAT  START !  

Off to a great start, indeed!   
Psi Chi and Psychology Club have already 

hosted several fall meetings with unprece-

dented attendance, including a celebration of 

Psi Chiôs 80th Birthday and a Bowling Social.  

If you werenôt able to join us for these events, 

check out some of the upcoming opportunities 

listed here.  All Winthrop students are wel-

come to join Psychology Club!  More details 

about eligibility for Psi chi can be found on our 

website. 

A tee-shirt design has been chosen!  The de-

sign will be displayed on the bulletin board and 

orders will be taken between now and Oct. 23. 

(in red or black, $15 long sleeve, $12 short) 

Check us out online!   

http://www2.winthrop.edu/psychology/psichi_psycclub.htm 



tives.  Consider marketing the following skills on your 

resume: 

Research Literature Search  

Data Analysis and Interpretation of Results 

Professional Presentation of Statistical Results 
 

How to get involved:  After you have finished Psyc 

301 and 302, begin looking for opportunities to work 

with faculty members on an independent or group 

research project.  Credit for Psyc 471 or 472 may be 

offered for some research opportunities. However, 

the experience is far more important than the credit.   

What are faculty looking for in a research assis-

tant?  Each faculty member is different. Generally, it 

helps to have completed 301 and 302 with good 

grades.  Additionally, if you are a responsible, con-

scientious and curious student, you may be a good 

candidate for an undergraduate research experience.   

Why Should You Do Research? 

Students often ask ñwhy should I do researchò?  Be-

sides being intrinsically curious about the topics they 

study, many students get involved in research to make 

themselves more marketable to employers and gradu-

ate programs. Graduate programs, especially those in 

competitive fields, will be strongly considering your re-

search experience.  Believe it or not, many employers 

also view your research skills as an asset to their busi-

ness.  In fact, critical thinking and analysis are among 

the top employer-sought skills from liberal arts majors!  

Students of Psychology are uniquely trained to be both 

consumers of research and to conduct original re-

search.  Thus, your research skills may provide you 

with a competitive advantage in the labor market.   

Even if you are not considering a career as a re-

searcher, the skills you develop from conducting origi-

nal research will transfer to many projects and initia-

W HY  G ET  I NVOLVED  IN  U NDERGRADUATE  RESEARCH ? 
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Dr. Mary McKemy is looking for two or three students to help 
her on a new research project examining student and faculty 
perceptions of skills needed for college success.  Students 
working on this project should have satisfactorily completed 
Psychology 301 and 302.  If you are interested in this oppor-
tunity, please send an e-mail regarding your interest to Dr. 
McKemy at mckemym@winthrop.edu. 

C URRENT  

RESEARCH  

O PPORTUNITIES  IN  

THE  PSYCHOLOGY  

D EPARTMENT  

SCHOLARSHIP  O PPORTUNITIES  

The Winthrop 
McNair Scholars 
Program  
Application pack for The 
Winthrop McNair Schol-
ars Program is now 
available online at 
www.Winthrop.edu/
McNair.  Applications 
are due Monday, No-
vember 2, 2009. The 
scholarship is for out-
standing sophomores or 
juniors who meet the 
following criteria:  
 

To be eligible, you must: 
Be interested in attending 
graduate school 
Be a U.S. Citizen 
Be a first generation col-
lege student from a low-
income family OR an Afri-
can American, Native 
American, or Hispanic 
Have a GPA of 3.0 or bet-
ter at a four-year college 
or university in SC 
Have earned 60 hours by 
June 1 

 
 

Why apply? 
$2600 Stipend 
Supervised Summer Research Experience 
Service Learning Experience 
Room and Board during Summer Research 
and Service Learning Experiences 
Faculty and Graduate Student Mentoring 
GRE Preparation Materials, Instruction, and 
GRE Fee Waiver 
Graduate School Advice and Support through 
the Graduate School Application Process 
Travel to Present Research as well as Visit & 
Interview at Graduate Programs 
Recognition Events and Special Lectures 
Application Fee Waiver at Some Graduate 
Schools 

òResearch is to see what everybody else has seen, and to think what nobody else has thoughtó  

- Albert Szent-Gyorgyi , Hungarian Biophysicist 

mailto:mckemym@winthrop.edu
http://www.Winthrop.edu/McNair
http://www.Winthrop.edu/McNair


Not on the PsycStudents Listserv?   

Psycstudents listserv is a way for faculty 

to communicate with students regularly 

regarding opportunities and events of 

interest. All psychology majors should 

subscribe! Find instructions for 

subscribing on our department website. 

D EPARTMENT  

T RIVIA  

1) Which faculty 

member wore a 

jesterôs outfit to his 

senior prom? 

2) Which faculty 

member was once a 

backup dancer in an 

exercise video? 

3) Which faculty 

member was in a 

rock band in High 

School? 

Meet our new Department Administrative Specialist!  

Linda Mason came to us in January, 2009 from the Assessment Office at Win-

throp.  She has been with Winthrop for 10 years and held a position for several 

years in Alumni Relations. Prior to that, Linda and her husband owned a bak-

ery in Spartanburg, SC.  (If youôve noticed the faculty putting on a few pounds 

in the last year, it may be because Linda keeps us well fed!)  Linda has two 

grown children, Lori and Chris, and 3 grand-doggies, Sukie, Harleigh and Peri.   

Linda can be found in the Psychology main office, Kinard 135.  She helps stu-

dents with overrides, for which they have already obtained instructor permis-

sion, and she is happy to answer other questions you may have.  If she doesnôt 

know the answer, she says, ñIôll find it!ò 

Please stop by and say hello to Linda next time you are in the building! 

Psychology Department 

is on the web! 

www.winthrop.edu/psychology 

Answers:  1. Dr. Hayes  2. 

Dr. Sleigh  3. Dr. Prus 

For questions about 

the newsletter or to 

submit something, 

please contact Dr. 

Tracy Griggs 

(GriggsT@winthrop.edu) 
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